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Councillor TO?II: 

"T have ea auesticon rererding the risht of sclf-defense. It scems the 
Governrent has teken the view that independent nations uncucstionebly 
possess the right of self-defense, and thet the /nti-Wer Pact dees not cancel 
thie right. In Japan's reply concerning the risht of self-defense it is 
steted thot she tekes substantially the seme view as the Covernment of the 
thitec Stetes. lovwevor in ’merica's cxplenation of this right she stetes 
she will defend her ovn territories, thus circumscribing the limits of the 


right of self-defense to her own territorial borrcrs; whereas Ireat Rritoin's 


ss : 


reply does not ecknowledse this limitation. Not only has the letter made 


it cleer this right extends teyon? her territoriel borders, but she has elso 

transmitted the text of her reply to the League of Nations, thus clerifying 

her own interpretation of this mettor. This shows the scrupulous 

preccutions she hes takon; not content with the principles <«f public law 

concornin:, the right of self-defenso she has expressed hor own interpretation 
In spite of this, our ow reply contains not the slightest 

reference to the substance of the right cf self-defense. ‘ill not this 


inconvenience us?" 


Director of the Yuropecn end .’) HOUT. .s 

"Tho 
self-defense, and hes decided to place ea brord interpretotion on this tcrm end 
not to ecknowlcdge eny limitction of this right to the pretection of ow’ own 
territcrial borderga, lthough the second communication of the .merican 
Government defincs the right of self-dcfense as dcfensc czeinst cttacks-en 


her ovm torritorios, this cannot ~ern she hes limited this ri: ht to the 
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defense of har own hordors. Jn fact this samo communication mkos it elcer 
that a govornment should dcotdc for itself whether any measires it takes 
*ryc teken in self-defense cr not, end thet it can only awoit the jJudzoment 
of thc world opinion of the dey ns to whether thot dooision was or urs not 
justificd. It wes on those zrounds thet ow cevernrent cecopted this 
- intorpretction ond replied thet substentially wo were of tho same opinicn." 
"In view of the foct thet the British Government's reply concerning tho 
right of solf-dofonse cleerly decleres that it will reserve frocdem of action 
in case an attack 1s porpetreted ngeinst some sector of the world, Sur own 
government «ave due considcration te the right end wronz, the cdventages and 
discdventoges of a similar deeleration,-=to be more specific, of a special 
stctemont on our poculior position in Chine end especinily in Menchuria. 
-§ & result of this deliboration wo ecme to the conelusion thet a breed 
intorpretction should he placed on tho meening of tho rirht of self-defense 
it would bo more cdvisatle to avoid moking <¢ declarction of the 
cbhove-montioned nature. Cur reesons for coming to this docision ere, taking 
“anchuria ns en exemple, es followe:-" 
nt of future cetions cur government may teke in Manchurie will 


very dependiny on the increase tn our rights end intercets or in our position. 


Therefore oven if today we should reserve the right to take action in that 


eves cccoréin to © certain definite form, it may be that this form will be 
found inedequnte in the future when eur vichts ond interests heve ineressed, 
end it may even be thet our actions will te restrictcd because of this. 

If ct this point we should make vory wide rosorvetions covering future 
possibilitios of chenges in ovr position, it 1g feorcd ve will needlessly 


excite the suspicions of foreign powers. Our interpretotion of this matter 
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be! uC uu oS. 


is thet since we have a vital interest in Manchurie and Mongolia we will 


resorve freedom of cection cs a matter of couse whenever it becomes nocessary 


to protect our rights end interests in thes« crees. Ye telicve it edviscble 


for our actions to be exlained es measures of self-defonse in eech individual 
ease, deponding on tho cireumstencos of the time, and that is why we 
refreined from reforring to this metter now." 


(The remeining portions of these minutes have beon omitted ) 
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¢, 
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1 


"txtract from dAinutes of Tuc Cortes 2nvVen ting Tne Treaty for 
The Rununeietion of os 4 June LY, Lene." 15 on exect «nd Guthoriaea 
excerot from cn oificiel aouimentl 1h the eustody of Jupenese Govern- 
nent (Foreign Uffice)- 

Gertviiica ob sonyo, 


on this zoth 


I heruby cortify 
affis«ed hereto in the »~resencc vi Ae wi ties’. 


ce, 


Lis Charles ve wite dun Cuil of the #:iens ban Uo~e% 
hereby cortilry thet the Torecoing tr nsl.tion auserivea in the 
bove cartificave Ls, to the vest of my Knov.Leage ond dDelicf, & 
rorrect translation ena 18 +o © or £5 posvibls to tas mening, of the 
original aocwacnt. 
Jv / sairles i. onelson 


Tokyo, J& cn 
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